
 

Conducting: 

Opening Song: I am a Child of God 

Opening Prayer: 

 

Throughout all of history women have lived exemplary lives demonstrating the values we wish to 

emulate.  It is only a few of these women that we celebrate tonight representing the eight values of the 

Young Women’s Program. 

 

Faith:  Emma Smith (White)  

 

Good Evening Brother and Sisters, I am Emma Smith and am humbled to be representing the value 

Faith.   

 

Upon meeting me, Joseph described me as “a good girl of high mind and devout feelings.”  Like 

you, my faith began as a tiny seed, but blossomed as I nurtured what I knew to be true.  I saw 

many miracles, but they did not produce my faith, nor did the hardships I endured diminish it.  It 

was my faith in the atonement of our Savior, Jesus Christ, which comforted me when I lost many 

children and endured the persecutions of the early saints.   

 

My mother-in-law Lucy Mack Smith said of me:  

 

“I have never seen a woman in my life, who would endure every species of fatigue and 

hardship, from month to month, and from year to year, with that unflinching courage, zeal, 

and patience, which she has ever done . . . she has been tossed upon the ocean of 

uncertainty—she has breasted the storms of persecution, and buffeted the rage of men and 

devils, which would have borne down almost any other woman.” 

 

It was my deep rooted faith that compelled me to care for the early saints and my husband.  Faith is 

not a mere belief, but compels one to action and must be centered on the Savior.  I hope that as you 

develop your testimony of Jesus Christ your faith will be strengthened and you will act on what 

you know to be true. 

 

Divine Nature: Mary (Blue)   

 

Good Evening, I am Mary, the literal mother of Jesus Christ and am here to represent the value 

Divine Nature. 

 

I was hailed by the angel Gabriel as one being highly favored of the Lord and blessed among 

women.  Upon hearing the call to be the mother of God I was troubled and feared.  How was I, a 

lowly handmaiden, to accomplish this task?  The angel spoke peace to my soul and I knew that 

with God nothing was impossible.   

 

I did not yet understand that I was not an ordinary handmaiden, but as a daughter of God in the 

pre-existence, I was chosen as a pure vessel to carry and bear the Son of God.  I had inherited 

divine qualities that, with diligence, I could more fully develop.  Armed with the knowledge of my 

divine nature I was able to complete the mission I was sent to Earth to do.   

 

My prayer is that as women of God we will develop our divine qualities so that we can help all of 

God’s children understand their divine nature. 

 

 



Individual Worth:  Joan of Arc (Red) 

 

Good evening brothers and sister, I am Joan of Are and am privileged to come back and share a 

little about myself and the value Individual Worth.   

 

Many stories have been told of me and what I did, and I want each of you to know that I was only 

an instrument in the hand of our creator.  At the age of 17, I was placed in command of the armies 

of France and led them into war against the English who had held my people captive for 100 years.  

As I followed the promptings that I heard in my heart I never feared for my safety and I prepared 

the way for the freedom of my people. 

 

With the insistence of my king I again went to war.  I was captured by the enemy and because of 

the voices of my heart, I was tried as a witch.  If I denied these inner promptings I would have 

been freed, yet I could not deny that which I knew to be true and of God.  I was burned at the stake 

for my testimony of these things.   

 

As you consider Individual Worth, I hope you remember it is not in the physical stature, beauty, 

intelligence or wealth that a person is defined, it is measured in your contributions to mankind.  

Your gift to those around you begins in your home, and extends outward to all the lives you will 

touch.  You will never wear a suit of armor and ride a horse into war, but you will face a far more 

fearful adversary.  Armed with the knowledge of who you are and the still small voice you will be 

triumphant in your battles. 

 

May you also recognize your individual worth and glorify your Father in Heaven as you serve.  

 

Knowledge: Sacajawea (Green) 

 

Good evening, I am Sacajawea and am honored to represent the value Knowledge.  You may think 

it strange that an illiterate Indian girl be chosen for knowledge and not a woman with great 

education. 

 

I am a Shoshoni Indian born in a remote Indian village.  At the age of 12 I was captured and made 

a slave.  I have no formal education as you know it today, yet I was a student of all that was around 

me.  I knew the land and respected the laws of our people and the laws of nature and survival. 

 

In the year 1805 the white men, Lewis and Clark came to a fort near my village.  They needed a 

guide and interpreter to take them into the lands of the west.  They decided I would be useful for I 

spoke several Indian languages and knew the lands well.  I was 16 and about to give birth to my 

first child.   

 

Although these men had many books and equipment, they did not have the knowledge necessary to 

lead them to the great waters and back safely.  They were eager to learn all I could show them as 

they would have suffered greatly without my knowledge of plants and animals.  At times the travel 

was very cumbersome with a baby on my back. 

 

I was later told that it was my knowledge that led to the successful conquest of the frontier.  

Knowledge provides power and comes in immeasurable ways. The knowledge I gained came from 

experience and study of the world around me.  What I would have given to enjoy the fruits of a 

formal education, to study science, written word, and mathematics to name a few.   

 

I hope you will take the opportunity to seek out of the best books knowledge by study and by faith. 

 



Choice and Accountability:  Eve (Orange) 

Good evening, I am Eve representing the value Choice and Accountability.  I was the first woman 

created on Earth and the wife and help-meet to Adam.   

 We lived in the Garden of Eden where Heavenly Father gave us dominion over every living 

thing.  We were commanded to “multiply and replenish the Earth,” and although there was much 

fruit to enjoy in the garden, we were not to partake of the “forbidden fruit…for in that day we 

would surely die.” Nevertheless, we were free to choose for ourselves.   

 Life in the garden was comfortable and easy, but Adam and I could not keep both commandments 

from our Heavenly Father in the garden.  The serpent Satan did beguile and confuse me as I 

struggled to make the right choice.  I knew I wanted to multiply and replenish the earth and I 

wanted to return to my Eternal Father; therefore I knew that I must partake of the fruit and 

persuade Adam to come with me.  Life was no longer easy or comfortable.   

 It has been said that I was a foolish woman and that I committed the original sin.  You must 

understand that living the laws of God require daily choices, and that many of them are not easy.  

All choices are subject to the laws that govern this life.  Some choices lead to blessings while 

others require punishment. 

 I hope that you will understand that you too will have to stand accountable for the choices you 

make and that as you choose wisely according to the laws of God you too will be exalted on high 

and find success and happiness here in mortality.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Good Works:  Mother Teresa (Yellow) 

 

Good Evening, I am Mother Teresa representing the value Good Works.  Although at the age of 12 

I had committed myself to a religious life, I did not know where that commitment would lead me. 

 

I left home at the age of 18 to serve as a missionary teaching the school children of India.  

Although I enjoyed teaching school I was increasingly disturbed by the poverty surrounding me in 

Calcutta.  A famine combined with Hindu/Muslim violence had brought misery and despair to the 

city.  At the age of 36 I received a call from within to leave my convent and go and help the poor 

while living among them.  To fail would have been to break the faith.  I experienced both pain of 

body and spirit.   

 

For over 45 years I ministered to the poor, sick, orphaned, and dying.  I am proud to have inspired 

others to do the same.  The order I began with 13 members in Calcutta today stands at more than 

4,000 nuns.   

 

The Savior taught: “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and 

glorify your Father which is in Heaven.”  Good works are not only found in the despairing streets 

of Calcutta.  Good works are found in every form of life; in teaching, building, sewing, writing, 

caring, organizing, managing, and leading.  All that you come in contact with are in need of good 

works.   

 

It is my prayer you will be always actively engaged in doing the Lord’s will through Good Works. 

 

Integrity:  Ester (Purple) 

 

Good evening, I am Ester, the Jewish Queen of Persia and represent the value Integrity.  I was born 

a Jew in Jerusalem during a time of great wickedness.  I lost my parents during the fall of 

Jerusalem and was adopted by my uncle Mordecai.  We fled into Persia near the palace of King 

Ahasuerus.  It is said that I grew into a young woman of great beauty. 

 

I found favor in the sight of the king and it is written that the king loved me above all the women.  

The royal crown was set upon my head and I was made Queen of Persia.   

 

During this wicked time, Persian Prince Haman forced all to bow down and worship him.  Because 

my uncle Mordecai refused to worship him, Haman decided all the Jews must be put to death.  

Haman convinced the King that the Jews were a threat to his kingdom and they should be 

destroyed.  When King Ahasuerus signed the decree ordering the destruction of the Jews he did not 

know he sanctioned the execution of his queen.   

 

I knew I had to do something to save my family and people.  I feared that if I did not find favor 

with the king I would die as well as my people.  I asked that all fast with me. In making the King 

aware of Haman’s evil designs I went against a number of Persian laws. My prayers were 

answered and my life was spared. 

 

I feel integrity means doing what is right regardless of the sacrifice or risks involved.  It means 

doing God’s will without thought for worldly gain.  I will not say that what I did was easy or that I 

was not afraid, but I knew what needed to be done and I could not let my people die.  I pray for 

your success in developing your personal integrity and that you may be found worthy to sit on the 

right hand of God. 

 



Virtue: Majorie Pay Hinckley (Gold) 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, I am Majorie Pay Hinckley, a sister of yours in the gospel.  I am 

honored and confused at why I would be selected with many of these great women here tonight to 

represent the value virtue.  

 

I did not endure cruel persecution, wield a sword, or navigate the western frontier.  I returned to 

my Heavenly Father with sticky kisses on my cheeks from my children and tears from a friend on 

my shoulder.  I am a woman in Zion, a wife, mother, grandmother, and friend.   

 

I have a heritage of those who were faithful in the gospel and sacrificed for the building of God’s 

kingdom here on earth.  President Monson proclaimed an "an elect lady for all seasons" who loved 

people, challenges, my husband and family, and my Heavenly Father.  I chose to laugh when life 

gave me opportunities to cry.   

 

We are told virtuous women have a price far above rubies.  They are chaste, full of cleanliness and 

goodness, modest, and pure.  David O. McKay said “A beautiful, modest, gracious, woman is 

creation’s masterpiece.  When to these virtues a woman possessing as guiding stars in her life 

righteousness and godliness and an irresistible impulse and desire to make others happy, no one 

will question if she be classed among those who are truly great.” 

 

As you continue to develop your virtue I pray you will choose the right when the wrong looks so 

appealing and develop a spirit of kindness and love, for this will be you greatest legacy.   

 

 

YW 1: We are daughters of our Heavenly Father, who loves us 

 

YW 2: And we love him. 

 

YW 3: We will stand as witnesses of God, 

 

YW 1: at all times 

 

YW 2: and in all things 

 

YW 3: and in all places 

 

YW 1: as we strive to live the Young Women’s Values, which are: 

 

YW 2:  We believe as we come to accept and act upon these values 

 

YW 3: We will be prepared to strengthen home and family 

 

YW 2: Make and keep sacred covenants 

 

YW 3: Receive the ordinances of the temple 

 

YW 1: And enjoy the blessings of exaltation.   

 

 

 



YW 5:  We believe in being honest, true, chaste, benevolent, virtuous, and in doing good to all men; 

indeed, we may say that we follow the admonition of Paul—We believe all things, we hope all things, we 

have endured many things, and hope to be able to endure all things. If there is anything virtuous, lovely, or 

of good report or praiseworthy, 

 

Everyone Combined:  we seek after these things. 

 

New Beginnings is a time for us to celebrate our Young Women’s values and introduce the new theme for 

2011—the 13
th

 article of faith.  It also gives us a moment to again, talk about how important personal 

progress is… 

 

Skeptical Young Woman 1:  Blah, Blah, Blah, Blah, Blah.  I mean, who wants to talk about personal 

progress anyhow?  My parents do enough talking for all of us. 

 

Skeptical Young Woman 2:  Really?  My parents haven’t said a word to me.  I don’t think it is that 

important to them.   It’s my leaders I can’t get off my back.  

 

Skeptical Young Woman 1:  I just figure that if I ignore my parents long enough, they will give up. I mean 

seriously what’s the big deal.  It all just seems like a lot of work to me, I’d like to see them try. 

 

Skeptical Young Woman 2:  Ya, I don’t think our leaders know what they are asking of us either. 

 

Well girls, you are probably right.  Personal Progress does take effort and as leaders we may have 

forgotten the amount of effort it takes.  That’s why, as leaders, we are going to be doing it right along with 

you.  I bet if you asked your mother, an aunt, sister, or close friend, she would be happy to do the projects 

with you and support you in your effort to gain your Young Womanhood medallion or even get hers for 

the first time if she hasn’t already.   

 

Skeptical Young Woman 2:  You may be right, but it still doesn’t sound like very much fun.   

 

Skeptical Young Woman 1:  Exactly, what do we get out of it, besides jewelry? 

 

Excited Young Woman 1:  You’re right, it does take time getting use to setting aside separate time to 

search the scriptures, ponder what I’ve read, pray about it, and write in my journal.  (testimony of spiritual 

growth through personal progress) 

 

Excited Young Woman 2:  There are lots of fun things to do as well.  (Fun projects completed) 

 

Skeptical Young Woman 1:  That sounds pretty cool, but when will I have the time? 

 

We know your schedules are busy, so we thought we’d help by setting aside the first mutual night of every 

month to focus on accomplishing your personal progress goals. 

 

Excited Young Woman 1:  Those of us who have already completed our personal progress will be there 

with you to help you accomplish your goals and enjoy the fun activities.   

 

Although you get sick of hearing about personal progress, we don’t want to stop talking about it, because 

we know how important it is.  Your parents nag you because they also know that you will look back on 

your hard work as something to be proud of.  Tell them how you want their support in your personal 

progress goals.  Get it over with, then jump back in again to help other Young Women accomplish their 

goals.   

 



New Mutual Theme Video:  Values and Talk 

 

Bishop Comments 

 

Closing Song:  I Walk by Faith –YW Musical Number 

 

Closing Prayer: 

 

Refreshments 

 


